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The Dangers of Driving and Backing on Construction Sites

Driving—especially backing up—is a hecessary yet dangerous task on

construction sites. Reduced vision, limited control, and frequent pedestrian W I fm -
traffic increase the risk of accidents. EEN, mme

One of the most important ways to protect ourselves and others is through Sk J"‘
awareness. This can be achieved using lights and sounds to alert those nearby. f/ ol
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Backup alarms may be annoying, but they are a small price to pay for keeping &7;' A m
everyone aware and safe. ! ‘

OSHA Requirements for Vehicle Warning Signals

OSHA mandates that all construction vehicles and equipment be equipped with proper warning devices to
enhance visibility and awareness. Below are some key regulations:

e 1926.601(b)(2)(i) - Whenever visibility conditions warrant additional light, all vehicles, or combinations of
vehicles, in use shall be equipped with at least two headlights and two taillights in operable condition.
e 1926.601(b)(2)(ii) — All vehicles, or combination of vehicles, shall have brake lights in operable condition
regardless of light conditions.
o 1926.601(b)(3) — All vehicles shall be equipped with an adequate audible warning device at the operator's
station and in an operable condition.
o 1926.601(b)(4) - No employer shall use any motor vehicle equipment having an obstructed view to the rear
unless:
o 1926.601(b)(4)(i): The vehicle has a reverse signal alarm audible above the surrounding noise level,
or
o 1926.601(b)(4)(ii): The vehicle is backed up only when an observer signals that it is safe to do so.

All Vehicles Must Meet These Safety Requirements

When OSHA states “all vehicles,” they mean every vehicle on a job site, including:

Construction Equipment (Excavators, Bulldozers, Loaders) Earthmoving Equipment
Golf Carts and Utility Vehicles Powered Scaffolds

To comply with OSHA standards, all vehicles must have:

e Afunctioning horn
e Brake lights and headlights
e Abackup alarm or a spotter if rear visibility is obstructed

Silence can kill! Lights and noise force awareness and help prevent deadly accidents.
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Discussion Topics

1. What Vehicles are required to have head and taillights on the jobsite?

2. If a vehicle has an obstructed rearview, what safety features or precautions should be taken?

3. Have you ever been a part of or heard of accidents that occurred when someone was unaware of a
vehicle's presence?
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